
 

 

 

  

MEMPHIS AND SHELBY COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 

STAFF REPORT                    

 
DOCKET NUMBER:  B.O.A. 14-21 City   B.O.A. MEETING: May 28, 2014 
 

LOCATION:   1296 Union Avenue 

  (Northest corner of Union Avenue and Claybrook Street) 

 

OWNER/APPLICANT:  Iberia Bank 

 

REQUEST:   A variance from Article 8.2.5C to place the entrance of the bank 

along the secondary street instead of the primary street in the 

Medical Overlay District along a designated Shopfront Frontage 

street. 

 

EXISTING LAND USE & ZONING:   

An existing parking lot in a Commercial Mix Use (CMU-3) 

District in the Medical Overlay District in a Shopfront Frontage 

Corridor. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

APPROVAL with Conditions  

 

 
Staff Writer:  Troy Frasier     Email:  troy.frasier@memphistn.gov 

 

CONCLUSIONS: 

 

 The applicant requests a variance from Article 8.2.5C to allow the placement of an entrance to be 

located along the secondary street instead of the primary street.  The proposed bank is to sit on 

an irregular shaped parcel caused by the elevated walkway that crosses Union and connects to 

Methodist University Hospital.  Since the parcel is encumbered by the elevated walkway, there is 

limited buildable area along Union Avenue, and this creates a hardship for the owner. Having the 

entrance located along Union Avenue will conflict with the optimal and safest layout of the 

building and will produce an unsafe environment for the bank and their customers. 

 

The requested variance from 8.2.5C to allow the placement of the entrance to be located along 

the secondary street does not pose a threat to the character of the immediate and surrounding 

community and will support a significant investment into the subject property. In fact, the 

proposed project will enhance the site that is currently being used as a surface parking lot.  

Furthermore, the applicant has submitted visually pleasing elevation and landscaping plans that 

will still promote the objective of the Shopfront Frontage ordinance.  
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Area Map 
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Vicinity Map  
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Aerial Photograph with Zoning 

 
  

SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING:  

 
North:   Wells Fargo and parking lots in a Commercial Mixed Use (CMU-3) District.  

South:   Methodist University Hospital in a Campus Master Plan (CMU-1) District. 

East:  A restaurant, parking lots and First Tennessee Bank in a Commercial Mixed 

Use (CMU-3) District.  

 West:  Tops BBQ and HealthSouth in a Campus Master Plan (CMU-1) District. 
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Aerial Photograph with Site Plan 
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Site Plan 
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Landscaping Plan 
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 Front Elevation along Union Avenue 
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Photographs 

 

     
Looking west along Union Ave         Looking east along Union Ave 

 
Elevated walkway stairway access located on the SW corner of the proposed site 


